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No. i.] REVIEWS. 167 

Publications of the University of Pennsylvania. No. 2: The 
Anti-Rent Agitation in the State of New York, 1839-1846. By 
Edward P. Cheyney, A.M., Instructor in History, University of 
Pennsylvania. — 64 pp. 

Mr. Cheyney has given an orderly though not very full account of 
the origin of the manors and great estates in the state of New York, and 
of the final disorders resulting from the settlement on only leasehold 
tenures of hundreds of thousands of acres of the fairest land in the 
province and state, which disorders resulted in turn in the practical 
abolition of the great landlords' estates and the conversion of the lease- 
holds into absolute titles. 

Mr. Cheyney's legal phraseology is sometimes inaccurate; for ex- 
ample, he speaks on page 29 of a tract which " was leased in fee." He 
has overlooked serious anti-rent disorders which arose in connection 
with the disputes over the boundary between Massachusetts and New 
York, and which continued during the whole of the latter half of the 
eighteenth century. He has also missed an opportunity to describe as 
ingenious and unblushing a bit of land grabbing as any Irish patriot, 
prairie congressman, or anti-monopolist ever frothed about, in describing 
as " mysterious " the way in which the Livingston possessions were 
swelled from an estate of less than 2000 acres into a manor of nearly 
200,000 acres. (Page 8.) It does not appear from the petitions of Liv- 
ingston, the several governors' decrees thereon, and the accompanying 
maps in the Documentary History of New York, that it was mysterious 
at all ; neither does good ground appear for believing that it was honest. 

Mr. Cheyney has, however, put into accessible form an intelligent 
account of one of the most interesting and instructive chapters in Ameri- 
can history. He shows how more than one-half the acreage of New 
York passed into the hands of a small number of proprietors, who under- 
took to retain the title, and procure the settlement and cultivation ot 
these lands by tenants ; he shows the onerous nature of the leases, and 
the effects of the "quarter sales," which was really the payment of a 
feudal fine on the sale of the land ; and he describes the disorders and 
crime caused by the endeavors of landlords to enforce their rights under 
the leases, and the final conversion of the lands into estates in fee. 
Many of the features of the anti-rent agitation described by Mr. Cheyney 
would repay study by the newspaper writers on Irish affairs at the present 
time. The story of the resistance to eviction, obstruction to the service 
of legal process and refusal to pay rents, and of the outrages committed 
by " Indians " in New York and " moonlighters " in Ireland, is much 
the same in the two countries ; and the story of the way in which the 
law was enforced in New York and the grounds for grievance removed, 
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is worthy the attention not only ot our own newspaper statesmen, but of 
Irish secretaries as well 

Frederick W. Whitridge. 



The Kentucky Resolutions of 1798. By Ethelbert Dudley 
Warfield, A.M., LL.B., Barrister-at-Law. G. P. Putnam's Sons, 
New York & London, 1887. — 203 pp. 

The author of this brochure has undertaken to prove three theses 
directly, and one indirectly : — ( 1 ) That John Breckinridge more than 
shares with Jefferson the honor of drafting the Kentucky resolutions 
of 1798. Mr. Warfield compares the former to the sculptor, and the 
latter to the chiseller who merely applies technical skill to the realization 
of the artist's ideas. (2) That the reasoning of the Kentucky and 
Virginia resolutions lies at the base of the Hartford convention and of 
the secession movement of 1860-61 ; but (3) That the Jefferson resolu- 
tion : alone is responsible for South Carolina nullification. (4) Indirectly 
he maintains that the Kentucky and Virginia resolutions contain the 
great conservative principle of the republic. 

It is not worth while controverting these theses in so many words. 
Mr. Warfield presents the letter from Jefferson to Jos. Cabell Breckin- 
ridge in which Jefferson says that while conversing over the Alien and 
Sedition laws with W. C. Nicholas and John Breckinridge, he proposed 
a protest by some state. These two gentlemen begged Jefferson to draw 
up such a document, and Breckinridge offered to present it to the 
Kentucky legislature. Jefferson drafted the resolutions and presented 
them to Breckinridge. The author then presents us with Jefferson's 
draft and with the Kentucky resolutions, in which the first seven articles 
coincide almost literally, the last two varying very little the one from 
the other, and asks us to credit Breckinridge with the political insight 
that formulated the issue over which party war was waged until recon- 
struction was complete. The second and third theses fall with the first ; 
and the conservative vigor of the Kentucky and Virginia resolutions was 
exerted in vain in the war of the rebellion. 

Robert Weil. 

Le Gouvernement et le Parlement brittaniques. Par le comte 
de Franqueville, ancien maitre des requetes au Conseil d'fitat. 
Paris, J. Rothschild, 1887. — 3 vols., xii, 595, viii, 567, vii, 575 pp. 

If the title of the work before us were reversed, it would perhaps give 
a fairer idea of the exact intention with which it is written. Two of its 

1 Jefferson, Works, book iv, part vi, p. 39. 



